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' merciſull to it, agd not to cIarge this great Sin to'qhe publick Account, and 
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FT Hus triveli_ is d-in- the Pyper that I defien to leave with the 
2B 2%; Ser +. We 08 © OF 1taf ay” =» 1" c mY 179 W217 4 
But'being ſaddenly to give up my Accoutits tothe Searcher of all-Hearts, 
Tthink it a duty moumbent upon me to'ampert_ ſome things' farther,” which 
neither the Intereſt .nor! Iniquity of the Times will,” T coriclude, willingly 
oo the publication of,- arid therefore 1 fit to be ihferted in*the's 
aper. "© I : TR 
Some time after the Prince of OranzesArrival here, whten it warez 
that, purſuant to his own Declarationy and tho img'=Lacror to hb - 
ron,” an exad Yearch and Enquiry would have been made ifito the Birth of 
the Prince of Wales, there was a Scheme drawn up of that whole Matter, and 
of.the Proofs that were then ( and are ftilt ) ready to be-produced, to*'prove 
his Royal Highnels's Legitimacy ; but no publick Examination being ever 
had, arid the Violence of the Times, as well as Intereſt of the preſent Gaver- 
ment, not permitting any private Perſon to move int, thoſe Papers have 
ever ſince lain by: But'it being now thought advifable by ſome, to have 
them-printed'and publiſhed, and (as at' firſt they were'defigned) addrefſed, 
at their next Meertmg, to the Lords atd Commons, ettreating them to en- 
quire into'that weighty Afﬀair, and to call forth, examine, and. proteQ (for 
who elſe dares to appear) the many Witneſſes to the ſeveral Particulars there- 
in offered to belefally proved, &c. ts 4 Abe» Rar om 
I was ordered to'carry thoſe Papers to the King my Miſter, for his view, 
that his Leave and Aprpobation might go along with rhe Defires'of his good 
Subjects here; and they being taken with me, with ſome other Papers of Ac- 
counts, &f,_ in a ſmall Trunds amorgft my Lineo, 'and other private things . 
of my own, and not in the Packet, (my Ld. Preſton Legg altogether a {iran- 
ger to the whole proceeding,.) by this means fell into the hands dF our pre- 
tent Governours; who, tho@gh they wiſely waved*the' producing them as 
Evidence at my Tryal, yet have 1 juſt'Reafan'to believe my greateſt Crimes 
were contained in them;-and 1 do therefore conclude and hope, that I onely 
am deſigned to be facrificed, who onely new of themts - Nor am I farprited 
at it, ſince nothing, think, can ke more vrejudicial to ſome Perfons preſenc 
Intereſt, than the expoſing of thoſe Papers to tlic Publick,, which will-fex that 
pretended Myſtery of Darknels in fo clear 2 Lightz that all Mankind muſt be 
convinced of his Highyef8s Ling born of the Queen, and of their Wicked- 
nefs, who have mallition!ly gn! defigftdly afierred that 1nneceac Prince to 
an Impoſtgr. © The” Love and Compaſſion that have for my native Coun- 
trey, aswal as Clarity, obl:ges me hnymbly to implore Almighty God to'be 
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4 Adenly to ce” up mf e's t6 & Searcher of all Hearts, 
Tthink it a duty meumbent upon me to ampert_ ſome” things' farth &, which 
neither the Intereſt :nor' Iniquity of SIE: will, T conclude, Ww y 
_ the publication of, - arid therefore 13 fit} to be inſerted in 'the vt 
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[Some time after the Prince of Oranze'sArrival here, whten it was expect ho 
.that, purſuant to his own Declaration, and tho Wing's Larer to ch6 rl  -; 


ron,” an exa& Search and Enquiry would have been made into the Birth of 
the Prince of Wales, there was a Scheme drawn up of that whole Matter, and 
of. the Proofs that were thefi ( and are till ) ready to be produced; to'prove 
his Royal Highneſs's Legitimacy ; but no publick \Examination-being ever 
had, and the Violence of the Times, as well as Intereſt of the preſent Gaver- 
ment, not permitting any private Perfon to move 19.1t., thoſe Papers have 
ever ſince lain' by: But it being now thought advifabſe by ſome, to have 
rhem- printed and publiſhed, and (as at' firſt they were'defi gned) addrefled, 

at their next'Meermg, to the Lords and Commons, entreating them 'to en- 
quire into'that weighty Afﬀair, and to call forth, examine, and. prote& (for 
who elſe dares to appear) the many Witneffes to the ſeveral Particulars there- 
in offered to be legally proved, &c. 

I was ordered to'carry thoſe Papers to the King my Miſter, for _his view, 
that his Leave and Aprpobation might go along with'the Deſires of his good 
Subjects here; and they being taken with me, ith fome other Papers of Ac- 
counts, &f,_in a ſmall | Trunck, amor:aft my.Lineo, and other private things 
of my own, and not in the Packer, (my 4: p! ſton beirſs altogether 3 ſtran- 
ger to the whole proceeding,.) by this means fell into the hands &f our pre- 
tent Governours; who, tho@#gh they wiſely waved*the ok, them as 
Evidence at my Tryal, yet have 1 juſt'Reafan'to believe my greatelt Crimes 
were contained'in them; -and 1 do therefore coriclude and hope, that I onely. 
am deſigned to be facrificed, who onelyFnew of thentz Nor 1m [ ſurpriſed 
at it, ſince nothing, I ehink;, can ke more vrefudicial to ſome Perſons preſenc 
Intereſt, than the expoling of thoſe Papers to tlic Publick, which will-fex that 
pretended Myſtery of, Darknels in fo clear x Light, that all Mankind muſt be 
convinced of his Highueifs being 5-born of tie Queen, and of their Wicked- 
neſs, who have malitioutly ge! | Ceſigfſedly a{ierrcd char innocence Prince to 
he an Impoſtor. The” Love and Co: nvaſſion that have for my native Coun- 
rrey, agwell as Clarity, obl:gces me 'ymbly to imploxe Almighty God to'be 
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et, to that whole Matter,.and (i before that 
liſhed) uirSaſter, call-far; and, if poſſible, retrieve 
t3 on Pap me ; whereb » bi Obſtinate will moſt cer- 
edF the tgnorant informed, the Dovubrſull confirmed, the 
nd 2 facred/ moſt, important Truth made apparent to 


uV if is not Jefs material, &c. ,” &” 

do hls think it a propet time 14 ubliſh what folle « next ; and there- 
Font dino Piand Defire of my dead Hor, expreſſed inbis 
ved to 4 fitter ortunityfhud all now only inſert 


as well as Charity, -in- behalf of my Fello-Sutferer, Mr: £4707, who was, as 
 Fdot cerely believe; altogether ignorant, not'onely of the contents of 
- the Papets, / but even of the; Papers chemſelves, andno. way ceÞcerhed but'as 
a Paſſenger; and yet if Providence had not prevented our being all tried to- 
gether, as yo intended, age por fr — ap wn 
1n our Fates; for the Proofs, .evei #t my, Tryal, lay, ſtronger agaurſſt him th 
my felf; for Captain Bi/hþ did” then upon Oarti YCanncecrly Tthink, ) 
declare him to be much more coupe __ open: than I was, to have 
the Pacquet thrown,oyer z£and yet ſingly fram-my bei concerned, Xe! 
and 6% FA to.him on that ubject, 2 preſumptive Evidence {lufficient , as 
it proved, with that Jury*o-find-me priley J was drawn, [that I knew 
what was.contained therein. But 1do moſt hearuly forgive them, and pray 
to God, that this poor Gentleman, by gaining of-Time, may eſcape, better, 
and that. his innocent Blood may not be ſhed : And 1 hope-thele words of 2 
dying Man ( though no legal Proof ) may have ſome weight-with an impar- 
tial; conſcientious fury, (it ſuch a Jury ke can get, ) whenever he is brought 


to his Tril. 
John Aſhton, 


[This Paper, Gzcy. came encloſed to me from Mr. Aſhton, before his Execution, 
in the following Letter, £ | 
We oF. | 
L/- Nowing your Friendſhip and Fidelity to your, and | your onely, as 
unto fafe and ſecure (though diſtant ) Hands, I recommend the en- 
Goel TRLERT what chiefly relates to my (clt,, being the firſt part, I deſign to 
leave with the Sheriff; nor ſhall I be'anxious Abour his Diſpoſal of it: But 
the following Paragraphs, that concern the Prince ,of Wales,. and 
I beg you to preſerve as Jewels, and'publiſh them, eitlier part, or.all, ( chief 
ly that about the Prince, ) whenever time or occaſion ſeeras to. permit or re- 
ire.” And as to the fitneſs of either, you-may be pleaſed to canſult 4. -B.'s 
Advice; I doubt not but ſooner or later they will all be uſeful; And that you 
may the. more value them, I do moſt folemnly proteſt, I have been as careful 
io what I have aſlerted for Truth, as if I were now at God's dreadful Tribu- 
-nal, where I expect ſuddenly to appear, and by his Mercy hope to hear that 
raviſhing Sound, Come, .ze beſsedg. &c. * 
_ What relates to Mr. E//;or,»though 1 deſign to declare as much to ſome, 
who at his Tral may give it in Evidence, yet I thought it juſt to l.uve a Re- 
cord oof his Innocency under my Hand: 
F-bave nothing tro add, but to requeſt your Prayers, That God, of his infinite 


Mercy, . would ſupport and ſtrengthen me in my laſt Moments, and take 
o him ; elf, uk , 
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L ſ SY, Yours, | 
* Newgate, January 27, 163. pf 
Pee þ by teak John Aſhton, 
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